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November 17, 1999

For Immediate Release:
EASTERN'S ROTC RIFLE TEAM RECEIVES $7.000 GRANT FROM NRA
CHARLESTON -- Not all of the learning taking place at Eastern Illinois University
occurs in the classroom. Sometimes it happens on the firing range.
And to the young men and women engaged in this training, having the proper
equipment can be just as important as textbooks, chalkboards and test tubes.
For the third time in 18 months, the National Rifle Association recently
demonstrated its commitment to "perpetuating the shooting sport" by providing financial
support to Eastern's Reserve Officer Training Corps' Rifle Team. A check for more
than $7,000 was presented to the group, bringing the year-and-a-half total to
approximately $10,000.
This most recent support will go toward the purchase of high quality rifles, coats
and shoes, eye protection, kneeling rolls, targets and spotting scopes, said Major Alan
Jans, assistant professor of military science and Rifle Team coach.
According to Jans, the NRA meets semi-annually to review grant applications
--more--

ADD 1/1/1/1

RIFLE TEAM

and packets from hopeful schools and organizations. A decision is made as to who
should or should not receive a grant and how much money should be awarded.
NRA member Jim Warren, a resident of Shelby County, Ill. , said funding actually
comes from the NRA Foundation which, in turn, gets monetary support through Friends
of the NRA. Banquets, games, auctions and other fund raisers take place throughout
the year around the country, Warren said, noting that half of all monies raised in Illinois
remain in the state.
"And we use that money to direct as much attention as we can toward our
youth," he added. In addition to furthering interest in the sport, the NRA places
emphasis on safety issues. Warren said proper education in the art and safety of
shooting also promotes self discipline and self control.
Eastern's Rifle Team, a subgroup of the university's chapter of the National
Honor Society of Pershing Rifles, consists of eight ROTC cadets --two juniors, one
sophomore and five freshmen . In addition to more intensive training/practice in the art
of shooting, the group participates in competition with other schools from Illinois and
surrounding states.
The purpose of the Pershing Rifles, in general, is "to foster a spirit of friendship
and cooperation among men in the military department and to maintain a highly efficient
drill company." The group was founded in 1891 by Gen. John J. Pershing, then
professor of military science and tactics at the University of Nebraska.
Pershing went on to become the commander of the American Expeditionary
Force during World War I and, according to Jans, was one of the most famous-- and
beloved-- generals ever to serve in the U.S. Army.
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EASTERN'S ROTC RIFLE TEAM RECEIVES $7.000 GRANT FROM NRA-- Photo 10
Shown, from left to right, are Lt. Col. Laurence J. Sefren, commander, EIU ROTC
Panther Battalion; ROTC Cadet Sara Shipley, a junior zoology major from Springfield;
Jim Warren of Mode, Ill. , NRA Foundation representative; and Major Alan Jans, EIU
Rifle Team coach .
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astern Illinois University emphasizes distinguished teaching in the liberal arts. sciences and selected professions. A traditional.
residential state university of recognized quality. Eastern enrolls more than 11.000 students in undergraduate and graduate
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